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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-08 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 

AMENDING THE 2026 BUDGET TO PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL 

APPROPRIATIONS AND DECLARING THAT A PUBLIC 

EMERGENCY EXISTS IN THE CITY’S WATER, SEWER, AND 

STREETS CAPITAL FUNDS. 

 

WHEREAS, on December 2, 2025, Richland City Council approved Ordinance No. 2025-33 

adopting the 2026 Budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance No. 2026-08 will accomplish several budget adjustments in the 

2026 Budget necessary for the effective delivery of services to the public; and 

 

WHEREAS, existing budgeted funds in the Water Fund are insufficient to complete the work 

proposed for the Comprehensive Water System Plan Update based on the results of the formal 

Request for Qualifications (RFQ); and 

 

WHEREAS, sufficient unappropriated funds are available in the Water Fund to support the 

required budget adjustment; and 

 

WHEREAS, no funds were appropriated in the Sewer Fund for portable inspection equipment 

for City-owned sewer and stormwater pipe; and 

 

WHEREAS, sufficient unappropriated funds are available in the Sewer Fund to support the 

required budget adjustment; and 

 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations are required in the Streets Capital Fund to complete 

multiple projects that have exceeded their original cost estimates; and 

 

WHEREAS, sufficient unappropriated funds are available in the Streets Capital Fund, 

resulting from previous projects completed under budget, to accommodate the required budget 

adjustment; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35.33.091, a duly noticed public hearing was held on April 7, 

2026 regarding the increase in appropriations from beginning fund balance in the above-referenced 

funds.   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Richland as follows: 

 

Section 1. Facts Constituting Emergency. The expenses contained within this Ordinance were 

not anticipated when the 2026 Budget was adopted. 

 

Section 2. Declaration of Public Emergency. Due to circumstances described above, the City 

Council declares that a public emergency exists in the Water, Sewer, and Streets Capital Funds. 
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Section 3. Amendment of the 2026 Budget. The 2026 Budget is hereby amended to provide 

additional appropriations in the Water, Sewer, and Streets Capital Funds from unappropriated fund 

balance as follows: 

 

Water Fund 

Current Appropriation:   $  20,539,867 

Increase in Appropriation:  $       120,000 

Amended Appropriation:   $  20,659,867 

 

Sewer Fund 

Current Appropriation:   $  19,197,844 

Increase in Appropriation:  $       138,340 

Amended Appropriation:   $  19,336,184 

 

Streets Capital Fund 

Current Appropriation:   $    9,298,550 

Increase in Appropriation:  $       309,788 

Amended Appropriation:   $    9,608,338 

 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect the day following its publication in the official 

newspaper of the City of Richland. 

 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Richland, Washington, at a regular meeting on the 

21st day of April, 2026. 

 

      __________________________ 

  Theresa Richardson, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:  Approved as to Form: 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Jennifer Rogers, City Clerk  Heather Kintzley, City Attorney 

 

 

First Reading: April 7, 2026 

Second Reading: April 21, 2026 

Date Published: April 26, 2026 
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