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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 

AMENDING RICHLAND MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 16.08.010 

RELATED TO STORMWATER UTILITY RATES. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has need, from time to time, to update the Richland Municipal Code 

(RMC) to reflect current conditions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, according to established policy, Richland’s utility rates are set to recover costs 

for each service and class of customer; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City periodically reviews the revenue requirements and rate structures of its 

utilities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a 2025 review of the stormwater utility’s revenue requirements indicated that 

current rates are insufficient to recover costs considering anticipated operating and maintenance 

expenses, and capital funding over a ten-year analysis period; and 

 

 WHEREAS, at its March 10, 2026 meeting, the Utility Advisory Committee (UAC) favorably 

recommended that Richland City Council approve an increase in equivalent residential unit (ERU) 

daily stormwater service rates to $0.1722 in 2026, $0.1756 in 2027, and $0.1791 in 2028; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City’s best interests are served by adjusting the stormwater utility rates to 

meet financial obligations and revenue needs. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Richland as follows:  

 

Section 1. Richland Municipal Code Section 16.080.010, entitled System of charges, as first 

enacted by Ordinance No. 5-98, and last amended by Ordinance No. 2023-85, is hereby amended 

as follows: 

 

16.08.010 System of charges. 

A. There is hereby imposed a system of daily charges on residential and commercial properties 

located within the boundaries of the city. The daily charge includes applicable taxes and is based 

on an equivalent residential unit or ERU. One ERU is equal to 3,000 square feet of impervious 

area. All residential properties are deemed to contain one ERU. Townhouses, condominiums, 

duplexes, tri-plexes and four-plexes are subject to the residential charge for each living unit. 

 

B. Commercial properties containing more than 1,000 square feet of impervious area shall be 

subject to a minimum charge of one ERU. Commercial properties containing more than 3,000 

square feet of impervious area shall be subject to a charge equal to the following formula: Daily 

Commercial Stormwater Charge = (Property Impervious Area/3,000) * ERU Charge. 

 

C. Daily Commercial Stormwater Charge = (Property Impervious Area/3,000) * ERU Charge 

(effective for utility bills generated on or after December 1, 2023 July 1, 2026): 
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       RATE 

Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) $0.1266$0.1722 
 

Daily ERU Charge effective for utility bills generated on or after January 1, 2027: 

 

       RATE 

Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) $0.1756 
 
 

Daily ERU Charge effective for utility bills generated on or after January 1, 2028: 

 

       RATE 

Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) $0.1791 
 

D. Exempt Properties. The owners of the following properties are exempt from the charges 

imposed by this section: 

 

1. All property defined “floodplain” by the FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map within the Yakima 

River floodplain zone. 

 

2. All vacant property. 

 

3. All city streets, state highways, and railroads. 

 

4. Airport runways, taxiways, hangars, and other buildings used primarily by airplanes. 

 

5. Public streets owned by the Port of Benton. 

 

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper of the City of Richland 

on April 26, 2026 and take effect on July 1, 2026. 

 

Section 3. Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid, that decision shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as 

a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid. 

 

Section 4. The City Clerk and the codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make necessary 

corrections to this Ordinance, including but not limited to the correction of scrivener’s 

errors/clerical errors, section numbering, references, or similar mistakes of form. 

 

 

 

 

This space intentionally left blank.  
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PASSED by the City Council of the City of Richland, Washington, at a regular meeting on the 

21st day of April, 2026. 

 

  __________________________ 

  Theresa Richardson, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:  Approved as to Form: 

 

___________________________  __________________________ 

Jennifer Rogers, City Clerk  Heather Kintzley, City Attorney 

 

 

First Reading: April 7, 2026 

Second Reading: April 21, 2026 

Date Published: April 26, 2026 
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