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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 

AMENDING THE 2026 BUDGET TO PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL 

APPROPRIATIONS IN THE CITY’S GENERAL FUND, CITY 

STREETS FUND, INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT FUND, AND 

PARK PROJECT CONSTRUCTION FUND, AND DECLARING 

THAT A PUBLIC EMERGENCY EXISTS IN THE CITY’S 

GENERAL FUND. 

 

WHEREAS, on December 2, 2025, Richland City Council approved Ordinance No. 2025-33 

adopting the 2026 Budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Richland Police Department (RPD) has an unappropriated reserve in the 

General Fund in the amount of $79,326.38; and 

 

WHEREAS, the computer forensic lab server, which is over ten (10) years old and failing, 

will be replaced by a new server estimated to cost $25,000; and  

 

WHEREAS, the smaller and more compact handguns issued to RPD detectives assigned to 

Street Crimes Unit, Internet Crimes Against Children, and Metro require upgrading to the Red Dot 

System (RDS) of optics to increase accuracy through updated technology and training; and 

 

WHEREAS, the concealed handguns upgrade is estimated at $5,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, as part of the 2026 budget planning process, the Richland Fire Department 

determined additional office space was required to accommodate fire administrative staff; and 

 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations in the amount of $56,600 are necessary for tenant 

improvements and lease expenditures, which were not included in the 2026 Budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations in the amount of $45,000 are needed from the cable 

capital equipment reserve to replace end-of-life equipment used to record and broadcast city 

council meetings and other public programming; and 

 

WHEREAS, the replacement equipment is also necessary to meet federal accessibility 

standards related to the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including closed captioning 

requirements for live and recorded public meetings; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has been awarded a $900,000 Clean Energy Planning and Siting Grant 

from the Washington State Department of Commerce; and 

 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations in the amount of $900,000 are needed in the Industrial 

Development Fund to spend the grant funds for master planning activities for the Richland 

Innovation Center, Northwest Advanced Clean Energy Park, and Horn Rapids/North Horn Rapids 

area; and 
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WHEREAS, $100,000 budgeted in the Park Project Construction Fund for the Neighborhood 

Traffic Safety Program is more appropriately budgeted in the City Streets Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, additional appropriations in the amount of $100,000 are needed in the City 

Streets Fund, offset by a reduction in appropriations of $100,000 in the Park Project Construction 

Fund, to administer the Neighborhood Traffic Safety Program; and  

 

WHEREAS, no funds were appropriated in the 2026 Budget for the items listed above; and 

 

WHEREAS, sufficient unappropriated funds are available, or new revenues are available to 

support the required budget adjustments; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35.33.091, a duly noticed public hearing was held on February 

17, 2026 regarding the increase in appropriations from beginning fund balance in the General 

Fund. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Richland as follows: 

 

Section 1. Facts Constituting Emergency. The expenses contained within this Ordinance were 

not anticipated when the 2026 Budget was adopted. 

 

Section 2. Declaration of Public Emergency. Due to circumstances described above, the City 

Council declares that a public emergency exists in the General Fund. 

 

Section 3. Amendment of the 2026 Budget. The 2026 Budget is hereby amended to provide 

additional appropriations as follows: 

 

 
 

Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect the day following its publication in the official 

newspaper of the City of Richland. 

 

 

 

 

This space intentionally left blank. 
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PASSED by the City Council of the City of Richland, Washington, at a regular meeting on the 

3rd day of March, 2026. 

 

      __________________________ 

  Theresa Richardson, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:  Approved as to Form: 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Jennifer Rogers, City Clerk  Heather Kintzley, City Attorney 

 

 

First Reading: February 17, 2026 

Second Reading: March 3, 2026 

Date Published: March 8, 2026 
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