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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-02 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 

AMENDING MULTIPLE SECTIONS OF RICHLAND MUNICIPAL 

CODE TITLE 14: ELECTRICITY, RELATED TO STANDARD 

CONSTRUCTION ALLOWANCE, STANDARD CONSTRUCTION, 

AND CONSTRUCTION PAYMENT CLASSIFICATIONS. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has need, from time to time, to amend the Richland Municipal Code 

(RMC) to bring local ordinances into alignment with developed practices, to eliminate conflicts 

and ambiguities, and to bring local laws into compliance with state law; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Richland, through Richland Energy Services (RES), operates and 

maintains an electric utility that delivers power to customers served by RES, with a focus on 

system reliability and maintaining rates as low as reasonably possible; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City’s Utility Financial Operating Policy, adopted by Richland City Council 

on September 19, 2006, established a principle that current and future customers within each class 

will pay their fair share of the cost of service; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this Ordinance applies to line extensions supporting development installations 

that are not vested as of March 9, 2026, in accordance with Washington State’s vesting doctrine. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Richland as follows:  

 

Section 1. Richland Municipal Code Chapter 14.08, entitled Definitions, as originally enacted 

by Ordinance No. 90, and last amended by Ordinance No. 13-19, is hereby amended as follows: 

 

Chapter 14.08 

DEFINITIONS 

 

Sections: 

14.08.010    Definitions. 

14.08.015    Avoided cost. 

14.08.020    Billing month. 

14.08.025    Chief electrical engineer. 

14.08.030    Customer. 

14.08.040    Construction costs of distribution facilities. 

14.08.050    Construction payment. 

14.08.060    Demand. 

14.08.070    Department. 

14.08.075    Director. 

14.08.080    Distribution extension. 

14.08.090    Distribution reinforcement. 

14.08.100    Extension completion date. 

14.08.110    Indeterminate service. 
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14.08.115    Repealed. 

14.08.120    Multiple dwellings. 

14.08.130    Net metering. 

14.08.140    On-peak period. 

14.08.150    Permanent service. 

14.08.160    Person. 

14.08.170    Point of delivery. 

14.08.175    Power quality. 

14.08.180    Refund of construction payment. 

14.08.190    Residence. 

14.08.200    Service lateral. 

14.08.205    Special equipment. 

14.08.210    Standard construction allowance. 

14.08.220    Temporary service. 

14.08.230    Traffic management systems. 

 

14.08.010 Definitions. 

The following words and phrases shall, when used in this title, have the meanings attributed to 

them in this chapter.  

14.08.015 Avoided cost. 

“Avoided cost” means the cost to the electric utility of electric energy which could be purchased 

from another source.  

14.08.020 Billing month. 

“Billing month” means the month which includes the last day of the period of electrical 

consumption for which the customer will be billed.  

14.08.025 Chief electrical engineer. 

“Chief electrical engineer” means the chief electrical engineer of the department.  

14.08.030 Customer. 

“Customer” means any person who uses, has used, or has contracted to use department electric 

energy.  

14.08.040 Construction costs of distribution facilities. 

“Construction costs of distribution facilities” means the combined costs of all facilities necessary 

to the distribution extension or reinforcement, including satisfactory right-of-way.  

14.08.050 Construction payment. 

“Construction payment” means the amount advanced by the applicant to pay all construction costs 

in excess of the standard construction allowance.  

14.08.060 Demand. 

“Demand” for any billing period means the average kilowatt delivery during the 30-minute period 

in which the consumption of energy is the greatest during the billing period.  

14.08.070 Department. 

“Department” means the energy services department of the city.  
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14.08.075 Director. 

“Director” means the director of the department.  

14.08.080 Distribution extension. 

“Distribution extension” means distribution facilities including primary and secondary distribution 

lines, service laterals, and all appurtenant facilities excepting transformers and meters necessary 

to supply service to an additional customer.  

14.08.090 Distribution reinforcement. 

“Distribution reinforcement” means increase in size of existing facilities necessitated by 

applicant’s estimated electric requirements 

14.08.100 Extension completion date. 

“Extension completion date” means the date on which the construction of the distribution 

extension or distribution reinforcement is completed as shown by the city’s records.  

14.08.110 Indeterminate service. 

“Indeterminate service” means service where the amount and permanency of service cannot be 

assured including industrial or commercial enterprises of speculative nature, real estate 

subdivisions, development of property for sale, enterprises where the applicant will not be the user 

of electric service or where there is little or no immediate demand for service.  

14.08.115 Investment cost recovery incentive. 

Repealed by Ord. 13-19.  

14.08.120 Multiple dwellings. 

For rate purposes, premises including two or more residential units are residences only if separate 

metering circuits for each unit are provided without costs to the department. All other premises 

including two or more residential units shall be considered multiple dwellings. Such premises are 

billed at a commercial rate.  

14.08.130 Net metering. 

“Net metering” is the application of metering that measures the net difference between delivered 

real energy (kWh) to a customer and received real energy (kWh) from a customer’s net metering 

system over a billing interval as defined in Chapter 80.60 RCW or hereafter amended.  

14.08.140 On-peak period. 

“On-peak period” means the interval of time from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Monday through 

Saturday. All other hours are considered the “off-peak period.”  

14.08.150 Permanent service. 

“Permanent service” means service to residential, commercial or industrial customers where the 

use of service, including amount and permanency, can be reasonably assured.  

14.08.160 Person. 

“Person” means any natural person, firm, partnership, or corporation.  
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14.08.170 Point of delivery. 

“Point of delivery” means the point where the department’s electric facilities are first connected 

to the electric facilities of a customer. The location of the point of delivery will be determined by 

the city in accordance with standard practice or as individual circumstances may dictate.  

14.08.175 Power quality. 

Acceptable “power quality” at the point of common coupling demarcation point is that which 

meets general, steady state, transient, and harmonics recommendations of ANSI C84.1, IEEE 

1159, IEEE 1250, IEEE 519, IEEE 446, IEC 868, and other recognized standards as determined 

by the chief electrical engineer. Interconnection power quality shall additionally meet 

recommendations of IEEE P1453 and IEEE 929.  

14.08.180 Refund of construction payment. 

“Refund of construction payment” means the amount of construction payment returned to 

customers or assignees by the city.  

14.08.190 Residence. 

“Residence” means any residential unit with a separate meter, any mobile home in a mobile home 

park if it is supplied with electricity through a separate meter, and any house or building used on 

a farm; any building used as a place of worship, school, grange building, or building used by a 

fraternal organization, if the connected load is less than 25 kilowatts.  

14.08.200 Service lateral. 

“Service lateral” means the secondary overhead or underground electric circuit and associated 

facilities located between the department’s distribution line and the point of delivery to a customer. 

Service lateral provides service for customer’s exclusive use.  

14.08.205 Special equipment. 

“Special equipment” means equipment above and beyond what is normally included in each rate 

structure to provide electrical service on the distribution system. Special equipment is items not 

stocked as part of warehouse inventory and ordered for specific installations at a customer’s 

request with the intent of providing additional reliability, capacity, or enhanced service.  

14.08.210 Standard construction allowance. 

“Standard construction allowance” means that portion of necessary construction made by the 

department at its expense. Separate allowances will be established for residential customers and 

for nonresidential customers.  

14.08.220 Temporary service. 

“Temporary service” means service to customers where the expected period of usage is less than 

12 months, including service to circuses, bazaars, fairs, concessions and construction sites.  

14.08.230 Traffic management systems. 

“Traffic management systems” shall be as defined and described in WAC Title 296, WAC 296-

46B-010(16) through (23).  
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Section 2. Section 14.16.050 of the Richland Municipal Code, entitled Underground service 

lines, as originally enacted by Ordinance No. 90, and last amended by Ordinance No. 2022-32, is 

hereby amended as follows: 

 

14.16.050 Underground service lines. 

The department will provide underground electric service in accordance with the following 

regulations: 

A. Underground Service to a Development. 

1. Primary Service Lines. High voltage underground service will be provided to developments 

where feasible. The department will provide and install, at developer’s cost, cable, junction boxes, 

and pad-mounted transformers, and any other equipment necessary to provide service, and will 

coordinate the work with any other utilities involved for that portion of construction performed by 

the department. Developer will provide and install, at no cost to the department, the conduit and 

vault system as designed by the department. 

2. Secondary Service Lines. The department will provide and install, at developer’s cost, cable and 

junction boxes. Developer will provide and install, at no cost to the department, the conduit system 

as designed by the department. 

3. Residential Service Lines. The service lines between the transformer, the secondary service lines 

or distributing points will, except for trenching and conduit, be installed by the department, at 

developer’s cost, and sized to provide adequate service reliability, voltage regulation and safety. 

4. Commercial Service Lines. See subsection D of this section. 

B. Underground Service to a Subdivision. 

1. Primary Service to a Subdivision. The department will provide and install, at developer’s cost, 

cable, junction boxes, and pad-mounted transformers, and any other equipment necessary to 

provide service, and will coordinate the work with other utilities involved for that portion of 

construction performed by the department. Developer will provide and install, at no cost to the 

department, the conduit and vault system as designed by the department. 

2. Secondary Service Lines. The department will provide and install, at developer’s cost, cable and 

junction boxes. Developer will provide and install, at no cost to the department, the conduit system 

as designed by the department.  

3. Service Lines. All service lines will be underground except in those instances where the owner 

or builder has justifiably proved that it is not feasible and that overhead lines are required. 

C. Conversion of Existing Overhead to Underground. 

1. Service Lines. Existing overhead service lines may be converted to underground as follows: 

a. Customer Convenience. When the customer wishes to have overhead services placed 

underground before normal replacement is required, the department will inspect premises and 

prepare cost estimates of the new installation. If it is determined that underground installation is 

feasible, the customer will be advised of technical aspects of their part in revamping building 
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service entrance. The department will install underground service from pole to the customer’s 

point of connection and prorate charge to the customer on the following basis: 

i. Customer provides trench and conduit and pays all costs incurred. 

ii. Customer shall be responsible for coordinating with other utilities which may be affected. 

b. Department Convenience. When it becomes necessary to relocate service lines for reasons 

pertinent only to the department, each customer will be offered an opportunity to convert his 

entrance to concealed underground service and assume at least a portion of the expense. The 

department will install a conduit riser on outside of building to connect from underground to 

existing entrance connection in those instances where customer does not desire a concealed service 

entrance. 

2. Secondary Service Lines. These lines are only for use by the department and will be placed 

underground where feasible. 

3. Primary Service Lines. 

a. Customer Convenience. All primary lines may be placed underground for customer’s 

convenience with the total cost of the project paid by a local improvement district and/or the 

customer. 

b. Utility Department Convenience. The department may convert primary service lines in an entire 

area from overhead to underground when pole deterioration or other factors pertinent to the 

operation of an electric utility makes such work necessary. 

D. Commercial and Industrial Services. 

1. Underground service to commercial and industrial customers will be provided and owned by 

the customer. 

2. Since commercial and industrial installations combine varied arrangements, the director reserves 

the right to evaluate each individual installation. 

E. Easements. The department will be provided with necessary easements at no cost to the City. 

F. Overhead Services. Overhead services can be provided from an underground installation where 

justified by setting a short service pole adjacent to the power source.  

 

Section 3. Section 14.24.210 of the Richland Municipal Code, entitled Renewable energy 

system incentive, as originally enacted by Ordinance No. 13-19, and last amended by Ordinance 

No. 2023-28, is hereby amended as follows: 

 

14.24.210 Renewable energy system incentive. 

The department may offer a renewable energy system incentive program that shall be governed by 

RCW 82.16.160, 82.16.165, 82.16.170 and 82.16.175 and Chapter 504-49 WAC as written or 

hereafter amended. 
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Customers participating in the renewable energy system incentive program with systems approved 

and installed after November 1, 2018, shall be assessed a program and production meter fee as 

listed in the city fee schedule.  

Section 4. Richland Municipal Code Chapter 14.30 entitled Line Extensions, as originally 

enacted by Ordinance No. 90, and last amended by Ordinance No. 2022-32, is hereby amended as 

follows: 

 

Chapter 14.30 

LINE EXTENSIONS 

 

Sections: 

14.30.010    General provisions. 

14.30.020    Ownership of facilities. 

14.30.030    Standard construction and construction payment classifications. 

14.30.040    Calculation and payment of refund. 

14.30.050    Reinforcements. 

14.30.060    Overhead to underground conversion, relocations. 

14.30.065    Special equipment. 

14.30.070    Exceptions. 

 

14.30.010 General provisions. 

When one or more applicants request overhead or underground electric service at premises not 

connected to the department’s distribution system or request an increase or change in service to 

premises already connected where such increase necessitates additional investment, the 

department, after consideration of applicant’s electric requirements, will designate the service 

requested as permanent, indeterminate or temporary in accordance with the definitions. 

The determination of facility type and routing will be made by the department to be consistent 

with the characteristics of the territory in which service is to be rendered and the nature of the 

department’s existing facilities in the area. 

In all cases, the facilities provided will be constructed to conform to the department’s construction 

specifications. Distribution line extension contracts will be based upon the department’s estimate 

of the cost of construction and installing the facilities necessary to adequately supply the service 

requested by the applicant. Such cost will include the cost of all materials, labor, rights-of-way, 

trench and backfill, tree trimming, etc., together with all incidental and overhead expenses 

connected therewith including, but not limited to, engineering and legal expenses. Where special 

items, not incorporated in said specifications, are required to meet construction conditions, the cost 

thereof will also be included.  

14.30.020 Ownership of facilities. 

Distribution system extensions installed by the department shall be and remain the property of the 

department and any payments made by the applicant shall not entitle the applicant or anyone other 

than the department to any ownership and easement right herein.  
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14.30.030 Standard construction and construction payment classifications. 

A. Permanent Service. Permanent service is applicable to overhead or underground electric line 

extensions for secondary or primary service where the use of service is to be permanent and where 

a continuous return to the department of sufficient revenue to support the necessary investment is 

reasonably assured. 

Applicant shall be required to pay to the department as a construction payment all estimated costs 

for electric distribution facilities necessary to serve applicant in excess of the standard construction 

allowance. Said construction payment shall be refundable in part or in its entirety during a tenfive-

year period if a valid latecomer agreement has been signed. Except for a ten-year period for electric 

line extensions, the latecomer agreement process is as described in Chapter 3.10 RMC. At the end 

of said tenfive-year period, any remaining construction payment becomes nonrefundable. 

B. Indeterminate Service. Indeterminate service is applicable to overhead or underground electric 

line extensions for service which is of an indefinite or indeterminate nature, such as that required 

by, but not limited to: 

1. Real estate subdivisions and development of property for sales; 

2. Other enterprises of speculative characteristics; or 

3. All other service to which neither permanent service or temporary service is applicable. 

For electric service of an indeterminate character involving real estate subdivisions and 

development of land for sale, applicant shall be required to pay to the department as a construction 

payment all estimated costs for necessary overhead or underground electric distribution extension 

facilities. Said construction payment may be refundable to the developer in part or in its entirety 

during a tenfive-year period if a valid latecomer agreement has been signed. At the end of said 

tenfive-year period, any remaining unrefunded construction payment becomes nonrefundable. For 

all other types of electric service of an indeterminate character, applicant shall be required to pay 

to the department the entire estimated cost for necessary overhead or underground electric 

distribution extension facilities as a nonrefundable construction payment. No standard 

construction allowance will be permitted in these instances. 

The amount of the refund to developers of commercial real estate, where more than one meter can 

be installed, shall be determined by the department on a case-by-case basis. The refund amount 

shall be based on the number of lots connected to permanent residential service in the five-year 

period following completion of the project. In no event shall the refund be greater than the 

estimated cost for the line extension. 

C. Temporary Service. Temporary service is applicable to overhead or underground electric line 

extensions where service is of a known temporary nature. 

For electric service of a temporary character, the applicant shall be required to pay to the 

department as a construction payment an amount equal to the estimated cost of installing and 

removing all necessary overhead or underground electric distribution extension facilities, less the 

estimated salvage value. If temporary service is continued for more than 18 months following the 

extension completion date, the nature of such continued service will be evaluated and, if 

appropriate, reclassified as indeterminate service.  
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14.30.040 Calculation and payment of refund. 

Distribution line extensions requiring customer construction payment are subject to refunds during 

the tenfive-year period commencing with the extension completion date. Such refunds will be 

made in conformance with the provisions applicable to refunds under the appropriate classification 

under which the extension is identified. No refunds will be made after the tenfive-year period 

following the extension completion date and any remaining unrefunded customer construction 

payment becomes a permanent contribution and no longer subject to refund for any reason. In no 

case shall refunds be made which exceed in total the amount of construction payment made by any 

customer. Where a permanent service customer who has made a construction payment terminates 

service within the refund period and another permanent customer takes service at the same 

location, the first customer may transfer his right to refunds, if any, to the new customer, provided 

a written agreement covering such transfer is executed by the customers and accepted by the 

department at the time the new customer applies for service. A permanent customer who terminates 

service and does not transfer refund eligibility to a new customer shall bear full responsibility of 

notifying the department of address changes such that refunds, if any, can be forwarded. In no 

event shall any indeterminate or temporary customer who has terminated service be eligible for 

any refund after such termination. 

A. Permanent Service. Construction payments made under this extension shall be subject to refund 

without interest during the tenfive-year period of a valid latecomer agreement following the 

extension completion date as follows: 

For each additional permanent service customer connected directly to an electric distribution 

extension upon which there are unrefunded construction payments remaining, the department will 

recalculate the construction cost of the shared distribution facilities, based upon the original 

construction costs standard construction allowance corresponding to such additional customer or 

customers, as well as appropriate sharing of construction payment requirements among all 

customers to be served by the distribution line extension. Construction payments as required of 

each additional customer or customers must be made prior to connection of electric service laterals. 

Refunds of construction payments, where appropriate, will be calculated and paid once each year 

during the refund period and at the time determined by the department. Each customer having 

made a construction payment will receive as a refund the amount necessary to adjust the 

construction payment to the proper level considering the additional customers served from the 

extension and considering the standard construction allowance effect, if any, from a subsequent 

extension. 

In the case of a subsequent extension made from an extension on which there are remaining 

unrefunded customer construction payments and where the initial calculated standard construction 

allowance from customers on said subsequent extension would exceed the construction costs for 

such extension, the excess standard allowance will be credited to the extension on which there are 

remaining unrefunded customer construction payments and become a part of the annual refunds 

made thereon. 

Additional customers of an indeterminate service or temporary service classification can be served 

from a permanent extension on which unrefunded customer construction payments remain only 

after first allocating a portion of the construction costs of the permanent extension on a permanent 

basis to such indeterminate service or temporary service customers. The portion of customer 

construction payments required from such indeterminate service or temporary service customers 
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resulting from said allocation will correspondingly reduce the responsibility of customers on the 

permanent extension and become a part of the annual refund made to such customers. 

B. Indeterminate Service. Construction payments made under indeterminate extension for real 

estate or land development shall be subject to refund without interest during the tenfive-year period 

following the extension completion date as follows: 

At the end of each year for five years following the extension completion date, a refund will be 

made to the developer based on the additional standard construction allowances for additional 

customers served from the extension after first increasing the original extension costs and customer 

payment requirements to reflect additional secondary and service lateral investment. 

Customers of a permanent service or temporary service classification can be served from an 

indeterminate extension on which construction payments remain only after first allocating a 

portion of the costs of the indeterminate extension on a permanent basis to such permanent service 

or temporary service customers. The portion of customer construction payments required from 

said allocation will then become a part of an annual refund to be made to customers on the 

indeterminate extension, and would be in addition to the amount of refund based on the standard 

construction allowance being made otherwise. 

C. Temporary Service. No refund of construction payments for temporary service will be made 

unless the subject extension is subdivided by the addition of permanent service or indeterminate 

service customers or in the event that the temporary service customer is reclassified as an 

indeterminate service customer as follows: 

1. Customers of a permanent service or indeterminate service classification can be served from a 

temporary extension only after first allocating a portion of the costs of the temporary extension on 

a permanent basis to such permanent service or indeterminate service customers. The portion of 

customer construction payments required from said permanent service or indeterminate service 

customers resulting from said allocation will be refunded to customers on the temporary extension. 

2. A temporary service customer continuing to require service after an 18-month period will be 

subject to reevaluation as to the nature of service. If appropriate, such customer and the associated 

construction will be reclassified as indeterminate service with costs and refund consideration being 

reevaluated. In no event shall the total amount refunded to any customer exceed the total 

construction payment made by that customer.  

14.30.050 Reinforcements. 

Where electric distribution system reinforcement is required for serving a residential applicant’s 

total load requirements, other than for three-phase considerations, the department will make such 

reinforcements at its expense. For all classes of service, any required reinforcement shall generally 

recognize the construction cost, standard construction allowance, and customer construction 

payment provisions of this extension policy in accordance with individual agreements between 

applicant and the department based upon the amount, character and permanency of the load.  

14.30.060 Overhead to underground conversion, relocations. 

Customer or customers desiring to have existing overhead facilities installed underground or 

desiring to have existing overhead or underground facilities relocated may request the department 

to make such changes. 
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If the department determines that such conversion or relocation can reasonably be made, the 

department will make such conversion or relocation on the following basis: 

The estimated remaining life value of the department’s existing facilities plus the cost of removing 

such facilities less salvage value shall be paid by the customer or customers as a nonrefundable 

payment. New facilities to be installed will then be considered in all respects as a new distribution 

extension under the terms and conditions of this extension policy. 

In areas where undergrounding of existing overhead facilities is required by actions of the 

department, the costs of the conversion will be borne by the department.  

14.30.065 Special equipment. 

Where special equipment is requested by customers, the lifecycle costs associated with the design, 

procurement, installation, operation and maintenance, and replacement/upgrade of the special 

equipment shall be paid by the requesting customer in advance of installation. The fully burdened 

costs are to be based upon a standard estimation framework developed and approved by the chief 

electrical engineer. The chief electrical engineer reserves the right to not provide special equipment 

if the equipment or installation will cause more risk or harm to other customers or to the electrical 

distribution system.  

14.30.070 Exceptions. 

In the situation where the extension is of such length and the prospective customer revenue 

temporarily or permanently to be derived therefrom is so limited as to make it doubtful whether 

necessary fixed costs on the investment would be earned, the department reserves the right to 

require applicant to pay in advance all construction costs and, in addition, contract to pay the 

department annually an amount to cover the cost of depreciation, operation and maintenance, and 

pertinent costs related to such facilities. 

Where line extensions are required for three-phase industrial or commercial customers, the 

department, at its sole discretion, shall permit the applicant to enter a five-year agreement for 

electric service which will guarantee the department sufficient return on investment to justify the 

line extension in lieu of a construction payment. This option may only be offered to permanent 

customers. If offered, the department may construct extensions to an applicant; provided, that 

applicant guarantees to pay the department five annual payments, each payment equal to 20 percent 

of the actual extension cost. The first payment shall be made one year from issuance of the 

certificate of occupancy of the applicant’s facility or the date of substantial completion, whichever 

comes first. The department may, at its sole discretion, require the applicant to provide cash, surety 

bond, or approved letter of credit to secure the revenue grantee. 

Section 5. Section 14.31.030 of the Richland Municipal Code, entitled Pole attachment 

requirements, as originally enacted by Ordinance No. 08-98, and last amended by Ordinance No. 

29-01, is hereby amended as follows: 

 

14.31.030 Pole attachment requirements. 

A. Construction Permit. Joint pole users shall obtain a construction permit in accordance with 

Chapter 12.08 RMC. Upon completion of an attachment project, the modifying entity shall give 

written certification to the pole owner that the attachment project is complete and complies with 

the construction permit. 
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Unless excepted by the city, cabling and pole attachment designs, specifically relating to pole 

strength and clearances considering all pole attachment uses per Washington Administrative Code 

shall be certified by a professional electrical engineer registered in the state of Washington. 

Certification by a registered professional engineer will not be required for projects under $1,000, 

service drops by utility or telecommunication entities, routine maintenance in the rights-of-way, 

or if designed in accordance with the city’s guidelines for pole attachments. 

When the application is satisfactory and approved, one copy of the plans, map, sketches, and 

application will be returned to the applicant along with written approval to proceed. Upon 

completion of an attachment project, the modifying entity shall give written certification to the 

pole owner that the attachment project is complete and complies with the construction permit. 

B. Construction Requirements. In any instance where the joint pole user’s facilities are installed 

contrary to the Electrical Construction Code of the state of Washington or the city’s standard 

practices and specifications, the joint pole user shall at its sole expense and within 30 days 

following written notice from the city, change, improve, or renew its installed equipment in such 

manner as the city may direct. If violation of any conditions applicable to the said installation is 

observed, the city reserves the right to stop construction immediately, and correction of the 

violation will be made before any part of the construction is continued. 

The joint pole user shall, at its expense, install guys necessary to support the strain imposed on any 

pole by the installation of their facilities. When existing anchors are adequate in size and strength 

to support the equipment of all joint pole users, a joint pole user may attach its guys thereto. When 

anchors are not of adequate size and strength, the party requiring additional anchors shall, at its 

own expense, install new anchors or request the owner to replace existing anchors with anchors 

adequate in size and strength. 

The joint pole user shall bear all costs involved in contacting any pole owned by the city. If it is 

necessary for the city to do any work on poles to provide contact space, this work will be done 

only as crews are available to do so in their regular work schedule. Any other schedule will have 

to be on overtime rate at the expense of the company requiring the work. 

C. Communications Space Available to Joint Pole Users. Where space is available to permit 

compliance with the State of Washington Electrical Construction Code and Safety Code, joint pole 

users engaged in the telecommunications utility business may be allotted contact space in the area 

occupied by other joint pole users. All joint pole users shall operate and maintain their 

communications facilities in such a condition as to avoid conflicts or interference with other joint 

pole users. Additions to or alterations by a joint pole user shall be coordinated with all joint pole 

users. A joint pole user may not limit the installation, alteration or maintenance of facilities of 

another joint pole user. Changes to communications facilities on a joint use pole shall be at the 

expense of the requesting party. 

D. Maintenance and Emergency Repairs. Each party shall at all times maintain all of its 

attachments, and perform any necessary tree-trimming or cutting incidental thereto, and shall keep 

them in safe conditions and in thorough repair. In an emergency where it is necessary to clear lines 

and restore electric power to the city’s customers as the result of an accident, windstorm, earth 

slide, or other condition where power lines, poles, or other supporting structures are damaged, 

destroyed or are in serious danger thereof, the city’s employees may transfer the joint pole user’s 
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facilities to new or other poles, or do any other work required in connection with the joint pole 

user’s equipment necessary to restore electric service to the city’s customers. The joint pole user 

shall reimburse the city for all costs incurred in connection with such emergency work done on the 

licensee’s facilities.  

Section 6. This Ordinance shall take effect the day following its publication in the official 

newspaper of the City of Richland. 

 

Section 7. Should any section or provision of this Ordinance be declared by a court of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid, that decision shall not affect the validity of the Ordinance as 

a whole or any part thereof, other than the part so declared to be invalid. 

 

Section 8. The City Clerk and the codifiers of this Ordinance are authorized to make necessary 

corrections to this Ordinance, including but not limited to the correction of scrivener’s 

errors/clerical errors, section numbering, references, or similar mistakes of form. 

 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Richland, Washington, at a regular meeting on the 

3rd day of March, 2026. 

 

  __________________________ 

  Theresa Richardson, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:  Approved as to Form: 

 

___________________________  __________________________ 

Jennifer Rogers, City Clerk  Heather Kintzley, City Attorney 

 

 

First Reading: February 17, 2026 

Second Reading: March 3, 2026 

Date Published: March 8, 2026 
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